MOSLEM  WOMEN   OF  MOSUL

for the last 100 years or so ! She was also quite
distressed because her skin was rough, and asked the
doctor to give her some medicine to make it smooth
again. Even at 110 she was capable of thinking of
and longing for a renewal of her lost beauty. Aids
to beauty are much sought after by the ladies of
Mosul, as they do not at all approve of becoming
" old." It is quite a rare sight to see a white-
haired woman, The moment grey hairs commence
to appear they have recourse to henna, a dye much
in request by Easterns of both sexes. Freckles are
a cause of much sorrow of heart to Mosul ladies.
One girl, who was really very pretty, was brought
constantly to the dispensary by her mother, who
implored my husband to eradicate the freckles with
which her daughter's face was covered, as, if they
were not removed, she might never get a proposal
of marriage. However, a man was forthcoming
who apparently did not object to freckles, for
shortly before leaving Mosul I received an invita-
tion to this girl's wedding-feast.

There are some very pretty children in Mosul,
some dark, others fair, with blue eyes and curly hair.
However, this latter style of beauty is not as a rule
admired. Mothers have a great horror lest their
children should have curly hair. If a child possesses
it, the women try by all means in their power to
straighten out the curls, sometimes even coming to
ask for medicine for this purpose.

Very often, however, the children lose a great deal
of their beauty when five or six years old. Perhaps
it is because their souls at that age become tainted
with knowledge of evil, and this knowledge is re-